Dear Jeff Mateer,

We're writing to you as parents to another parent. We love our children, and you must love your
own. We love them fiercely, and sometimes we fear for them. We want to tell you about our families,
and how we love and fear for our children, because President Trump has nominated you for a
lifetime appointment as a U.S. district court judge. Mr. Mateer, that makes us afraid for our children,
because our children are transgender.

As parents, we are deeply disturbed by your remarks stating that children like ours are evidence of
“how Satan's plan is working.” It is hard to imagine a crueler thing to say about a child. It is obvious
from your remarks in 2015 that you did not know the child whose very existence you mocked. Have
you ever met a transgender child like ours? If you met our families, you would know that while
children like ours can face a lot of misunderstanding, there is nothing wrong with who they are.

We believe our children are miracles, like every child—not a part of “Satan’s plan.” As every
reputable medical and pediatric association agrees, there is nothing wrong with being transgender,
and children like ours can grow and thrive if they are loved and supported, just like their peers.
According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, “transgender children fare much better when they
feel supported by their family, school and larger community. Shaming children based on their gender
identity or expression is harmful to their social-emotional health and may have lifelong
consequences.”

We know this to be true because we have seen it with our own eyes. We have loved and supported
our children through our own initial uncertainties about what it means to be transgender, through
months or years of exploring their gender identity, through countless conversations with experts and
other parents, through the fear—and for some of us the reality—of bullying from our children’s peers
or even from adults, and through the relief and the joy of seeing our children be able to live their
truth, be seen for who they are, and just be kids. We can't help but wonder if you have ever taken a
moment to put yourself in our shoes, or in the shoes of our children. As parents we are alarmed that
you, as a state official and a nominee for a lifetime position of immense responsibility, would engage
in rhetoric that not only publicly shames but demonizes our children and so many others like them.

We are also alarmed by your past statements appearing to endorse damaging “reparative” or
“conversion” therapy practices that have been rejected by the medical community and can cause
terrible harm to children like ours. To quote the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American
College of Osteopathic Pediatricians:

"Although a handful of unethical clinicians still employ reparative [or conversion] therapy, the medical
and mental health professions have discredited and condemned it. Major professional organizations,
including the American College of Physicians, the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American
Psychoanalytic Association, the American School Counselor Association, the American
Psychological Association and the National Association of School Psychologists have explicitly
rejected efforts to change a child or adult’'s gender identity or gender expression."

In short, the reason why numerous states and cities have banned conversion therapy is that it is a
fraud that endangers children like ours. As parents, we cannot imagine that someone who promotes
such practices could be fit to hold an office with such broad and grave responsibilities as a federal
judge—or that children or families like ours could count on a fair hearing from such a judge in a case
of any kind.



Hundreds of thousands of children and adolescents throughout this country are transgender, like our
kids. Like all children—like your children, Mr. Mateer—they deserve to grow up knowing that they are
loved and supported. Your statements about children like ours are the opposite of love—they are
cruel. We urge you to apologize sincerely and without reservation to us and our families and all the
others like us, and to clearly articulate how wrong and damaging your words are to children like
ours—or to withdraw your nomination.
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278 parents of transgender children, from 36 states, have signed this letter.



