
Our Thoughts Concerning the Promotion of Transgenderism 
May 31, 2018 

 
As pastors of various churches serving many families and individuals in Hastings, we are excited 
about efforts now underway in Hastings to confront and eliminate all forms of prejudice, bullying 
and mistreatment directed toward any marginalized subgroup. This is a good and noble cause. Our 
city is becoming an increasingly diverse community and we must send the clear message that “all 
are welcome” in Hastings. We applaud this effort and thank all who take up this important cause. 
However, we have a concern and it is our sincere hope that this letter will be the beginning of a 
dialog related to this concern. 
 
Within this movement there is an effort to include confusion about gender identity (known in 
clinical terms as Gender Dysphoria) as just another human condition occurring inevitably among a 
small percentage of the population. According to this view Gender Dysphoria is unavoidable and 
irreversible in a subset of the population. If this is true it logically follows that we must accept and 
encourage the condition where it exists and teach others to do so as well.  
 
This view of Gender Dysphoria is factually unsubstantiated and, we believe, hazardous to the 
wellbeing of our children and young adults. There is extensive evidence that the promotion of the 
view that a person’s sex as a fluid self-perception rather than a biological fact is harmful to children 
and teens. Carried to its logical conclusion, this view of gender fluidity in policy and curricula 
proliferates in young people a dissatisfaction with their bodies where it need not exist and 
encourages them to make irreversible decisions to artificially alter their sexual identity.  
 
The proponents of this ideology believe it as their duty to inject this perspective into the minds of 
the general student population in our public schools thus introducing identity confusion where 
none previously existed. While this ideology is advanced in the name of tolerance, it instead 
undermines it, creating a demand for acceptance that runs contrary to science, medical 
professionals, mental health, privacy, free speech, religious freedom, and parental rights. 
 
There are currently books in circulation in Hastings schools promoting the position that young 
people should be encouraged to question and, if they feel so inclined, change their so-called gender 
identity. A book typical of this genre is entitled I am Jazz. We are attaching the link to an article 
recently written by a medical doctor to inform people of the “false information and troubling 
omissions” in this book. http://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2018/04/21220/ 

 
We urge everyone to invest the time needed to carefully read through this article. Please consider 
the long-term consequences that are being ignored or willfully omitted by those promoting this 
ideology-driven movement. We encourage every concerned citizen in Hastings, especially parents, 
to insist that the issues raised by Dr. Laidlaw in this article and other issues of concern be carefully 
considered by their elected officials. We urge you to ask hard question of our elected officials 
concerning what is already being taught on this subject in Hastings classrooms. 
 
We will be asking members of the Hastings City Council and our local school board to inform 
themselves of the overwhelming evidence that exists for NOT supporting the position of 
normalizing Gender Dysphoria and encouraging young people to question their gender identity.  
 

http://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2018/04/21220/


We do not question that sexual gender confusion is a real and painful issue that impacts a small 
percentage of young people during their maturing process. Any effort to prevent transgenderism 
from needlessly confusing children and teens in our public schools must be accomplished while 
giving great care to the needs of all students, including providing compassionate accommodation 
for the unique needs those who struggle with Gender Dysphoria. This balanced approach has 
proven successful in situations across the country. Respect and compassion must be shown to all 
people, but not at the cost of ignoring significant facts about this condition and its potential 
negative consequences.  
 
For example, young people who struggle with sexual identity confusion should not be encouraging 
in childhood or their teen years to pursue hormone treatments that stunt their natural maturing 
process or surgeries that irrevocably alter their bodies and renders them infertile for a lifetime. 
These are adult decisions to be made by mature adults, not children or teenagers.  
 
Supporters of the pro-transgender movement in Hastings are now speaking in favor of normalizing 
Gender Dysphoria in a way that encourages young people to question their sexual identity based on 
their feelings, feelings that will most likely change later in life. It is an established fact that if youth 
who are confused about their sexual identity are compassionately supported but not encouraged, 
the vast majority (approximately 90 percent) naturally settle back into full acceptance of their 
biological sex as they mature into their twenties.  
 
State-wide, this movement has gone so far as to advocate that transgender students be permitted 
to use the bathrooms and shower rooms of their perceived gender rather than that of their 
biological sex. They have even extended this illogic to hotel accommodations on class trips. These 
plans would clearly place other students into unacceptably embarrassing, even traumatic situations.  
We are concerned that, normalized and promoted, this “politically correct” activism will result in 
serious psychological, emotional and relational harm to the children and young adults of Hastings. It 
is this concern that motivates our reaching out to you. 
 
Are we being intolerant? No. We are tolerant, but we are motivated by something that goes far 
beyond mere “tolerance.” We care about others’ feelings, but as adults charged with the wellbeing 
of young people we must be motivated by love and wisdom that transcends mere “feelings.” The 
Apostle Paul beautifully explained this kind of love in his first letter to the Corinthian church; 
“Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 

hopes and always perseveres. 1 Corinthians 13:6-7 (NIV) 
 
In Summary: We the undersigned clergy of this great city stand firmly against all forms of prejudice, 
social injustice and bullying. We are one hundred percent supportive of all genuine efforts to 
address issues of inequality in Hastings. We are eager to work with a broad based segment of our 
community to eliminate every kind of prejudice in Hastings and provide justice and full access to 
every citizen. However, we are not willing to sacrifice our children on an altar of social 
experimentation and political correctness. 
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